Printer and Publisher 


As an Apprentice, Franklin began his lifelong career in printing 
and publishing at the age of 12. 


Rettman Archivs 
As a Printer, Franklin bought a press with Hugh Meredith in 
1729. Не became sole owner the next year. 
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Philadelphia shamefully neglected the sick and insane 
during Franklin’s time. He raised monev to help build 
a city hospital, the Penr pital, for these un- 
fortunates. Scientists in the city were not organized, so 
Franklin set up the American Philosophical Society to 
bring them: together. The city had по school for higher 
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As on Author, Franklin 
signed the pen name Richard 
Saunders to his famous Poor 
Richard's Almanac. 
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The Scientist 


Experiments with Electricity. Franklin was one of the 
first persons in the world to experiment with electricity. 
He conducted his most famous electrical experiment at 
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thunder and lightning.” When lightning struck Frank- 
ne, the soundness of his invention became 
The lightning rod saved the building from 
Franklin's lightning rod demonstrated his say- 


damag 
ing that “An ounce of prevention is worth а pound of 
cure.” Authorities generally agree that Franklin created 
such electric ser, and battery. 
Franklin’s experiments with electricity involved some 
nal risk. Не knocked himself unconscious at least 
. Me had been tying to kill a turkey with an elec- 
but something went wrong and Franklin, 
not the bird, was stunned. When he regained conscious- 
ness, he said: "I meant to kill a turkey, and instead, I 
nearly killed a goose.” 
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